


Appendix 6	 Organisations explained

Coillte – is a commercial company operating in forestry, land based businesses, renewable energy and panel 
products. http://www.coillte.ie

COFORD – the National Council for Forest Research and Development - is an agency of the Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food and is responsible for the development of national forest research and development policy 
and priorities, the formulation and implementation of programmes that address these priorities, and transferring 
the knowledge generated into practice. http://www.coford.ie 

Donegal County Council – as the local authority for County Donegal (exclusive of four town council areas) 
provides an extensive range of services in the county. These services range from planning control, to the provision 
of social housing, to the upkeep and improvement of roads, to pollution control, to fire services, library services 
and sanitary services. http://www.donegalcoco.ie

Donegal County Development Board (CDB) – The Donegal CDB was set up in recognition of the need to 
integrate and co-ordinate the various elements of development and service delivery at local level. Donegal 
CDB has 42 members comprising of representatives from local government, local development, the relevant 
state agencies active at local level, and the social partners (including the Community and Voluntary Sector).  
http://www.donegalcdb.ie

Forest Service – is responsible for ensuring the development of forestry within Ireland, in a manner and, to a scale 
that maximises its contribution to national socio-economic well-being on a sustainable basis that is compatible 
with the protection of the environment. http://www.agriculture.gov.ie

Irish Bioenergy Association (IrBEA) – was founded in May 1999. It has been formed to promote the bioenergy 
industry and to develop this important sector in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. http://www.irbea.org

Irish Farmers Association (IFA) – is the largest farming organisation with 85,000 members in 945 branches 
nationwide. http://www.ifa.ie

Teagasc – the Agriculture and Food Development Authority – is the national body providing integrated research, 
advisory and training services to the agriculture and food industry, and rural communities. It was established 
in September 1988 under the Agriculture (Research, Training and Advice) Act, 1988. Teagasc’s Forestry 
Development Unit provides independent advisory, training and research services to the farm forestry sector.  
http://www.teagasc.ie/forestry 

Údarás na Gaeltachta – is the regional authority responsible for the economic, social and cultural development 
of the Gaeltacht. http://www.udaras.ie

Western Development Commission (WDC) – is a statutory body promoting economic and social development 
in counties Donegal, Sligo, Leitrim, Roscommon, Mayo, Galway and Clare. http://www.wdc.ie
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